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List of most of the Major and Some of the Minor Characters in 
the Circumstances Surrounding the Disappearance and Alleged 
Murder of Mary Anne Phagan and the resulting murder trial 
and Alleged Lynching of Frank and Pictures of Their Family 
Trees 
 
Mary Anne Phagan. Alleged murder victim. 
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James Milton Gantt, fired accountant for the factory where the 
murder allegedly took place, close friend of Mary Anne Phagan. 
Mary Anne Phagan was named after his mom. He was related 
at least by marriage to her, and may have been related by 
blood. He tried to rent a hotel room with her the night before 
her alleged murder at a hotel, but the manager refused their 
request. He showed up at the factory the day of her alleged 
murder, allegedly to recover lost shoes. Frank had fired him for 
theft and was very reluctant to let him in, but told Newt Lee, a 
factory worker, to let Gantt get his shoes but then make sure 
that he left. Gannt was arrested for suspicion of role in her 
disappearance.  
 

 
 
 
 



 3 

 
 
Arthur Ketron Mullinax. Early suspect in Mary’s disappearance. 
Was seen with her by a friend of Mary’s, Edgar Sentell, shortly 
before her alleged murder took place. Had starred with Mary in 
Snow White. There is not direct evidence that they were 
related, but their ancestors both lived in roughly the same 
areas.  
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Paul Bowen, early suspect in the disappearance of Mary Anne 
Phagan. Was arrested in a hotel in Texas after being heard 
ranting about remorse for a past action. Police discovered large 
numbers of photographs of Mary in his belongings and letters 
from a girl calling herself ‘Mary Jane,’ who they believed to be 
Mary Phagan.  
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John Coleman, stepdad of Mary Anne Phagan. Mary’s biological 
dad William Joshua Phagan allegedly died in 1899, the year she 
was born.  
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Luther Rosser, defense attorney of Frank. He was husband of 
Julia Connally, second cousin, two generations removed of 
Hugh Dorsey, the prosecuting attorney in the trial of Frank. 
Luther, Jr, son of Luther and Julia, married Sarah Dorsey, sister 
of Hugh, in 1911.  
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Julia Ophelia Connally, wife of Luther Rosser, defense attorney 
of Frank.  
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Hugh Dorsey, prosecuting attorney in the murder trial of Frank.  
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Judge Leonard Strickland Roan. He was the judge in the murder 
trial of Frank.  
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Herbert Haas. He was a defense attorney of Frank, and second 
cousin of Leonard Haas, another defense attorney of Frank, and 
second cousin of Albert Guthman, a grand juror who apparently 
voted to indict Frank for the alleged murder. 
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Leonard Haas, defense attorney of Frank. He was second cousin 
of Herbert Haas, another defense attorney of Frank, and 
second cousin of Albert Guthman, a grand juror who apparently 
voted to indict Frank. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

Albert Guthman, grand juror on the panel deciding whether or 
not to indict Frank for the alleged murder of Mary. Guthman 
was second cousin of Herbert Haas and Leonard Haas, second 
cousins of each other and defense attorneys of Frank. This is 
very interesting because it appears to be the case that he voted 
to indict Frank.  
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Augustus Dixon Adair, Sr. One of the grand jurors. Apparently 
he voted to indict Frank.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 15 

 Franklin Pierce Hudson Akers , one of the grand 
jurors. Apparently he voted to indict Frank.  
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Brother Grand Jurors John G. Bell and Benjamin Franklin Bell. 
Listing Benjamin Franklin separately would be redundant 
because they were full brothers, sharing both the same 
parents, so their trees are the same tree. Apparently both 
voted to indict Frank. Interestingly, Mary Phagan had recent 
Bells in her family tree and the Bells had 2x great grandparents, 
Arthur Cunningham and Mary Jane Allender, from County 
Antrim, Ireland. That is very near County Tyrone, Ireland, where 
Mary Phagan had many 5x and 6x great grandparents from.  
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Dr. Paul Donehoo, the blind coroner of the alleged corpse of 
Mary Phagan.  
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Lemmie Quinn, defense witness of Frank and factory worker. 
His testimony was widely believed to have made Frank look 
guilty. He was third cousin, one generation removed, of future 
Georgia Senate President EP Dobbs, one of the alleged lynchers 
of Frank.  
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EP Dobbs, future Georgia Senate President. He was one of the 
alleged lynchers of Frank. He was third cousin, one generation 
removed of Lemmie Quinn, defense witness of Frank.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


